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[342a] But concerning these studies | am minded to speaknetié at
length; since the subject with which | am dealing piirhaps be
clearer when | have thus spoken. For there is a neirizé argument
which confronts the man who ventures to write amghat all of these
matters, an argument which, although | have frequerdhgdtit in the
past, seems to require statement also at the prasent ti

Every existing object has three things which arendngessary means by
which knowledge of that object is acquired; and the knowlédg# is
a fourth thing; and as a fifth one must postulate theabhijself which
is cognizable [342b] and true. First of these comes dineensecondly
the definition; thirdly the image; fourthly the knowleddeyou wish,
then, to understand what | am now saying, take a singlmme and
learn from it what applies to all. There is an objeatled a circle,
which has for its name the word we have just menticaral, secondly,
it has a definition, composed of names and verbs; thwat “which is
everywhere equidistant from the extremities to thees&mwill be the
definition of that object which has for its name tinal” and “spherical”
and “circle.” [342c] And in the third place there is tladject which is
in course of being portrayed and obliterated, or of bsiraped with a
lathe, and falling into decay; but none of these affestis suffered by
the circle itself, whereto all these others aratsgl inasmuch as it is
distinct therefrom. Fourth comes knowledge and intelligeaed true
opinion regarding these objects; and these we must adsufoem a
single whole, which does not exist in vocal utteramcea bodily forms
but in souls; whereby it is plain that it differs bdtbm the nature of
the circle itself and from the three previously memiw. And of those
four [342d] inteligence approaches most nearly in kinshipl an
similarity to the fifth, and the rest are further wared.
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The same is true alike of the straight and of the spdddiorm, and of
color, and of the good and the fair and the just, andlldbcalies
whether manufactured or naturally produced (such as firevatet and
all such substances), and of all living creatures, arall ofioral actions
or passions in souls. For unless [342e] a man someh@ther grasps
the four of these, he will never perfectly acquire kremlgke of the fifth.
Moreover, these four attempt to express the qualityach eobject no

less than its real essence, owing to the weaknesseinthin language;

[343a] and for this reason, no man of intelligence &ultr venture to
commit to it the concepts of his reason, especiallyerw it is
unalterable--as is the case with what is formulatesriting.

But here again you must learn further the meaning of ks
statement. Every one of the circles which are dramvrgeometric

exercises or are turned by the lathe is full of wkabpposite to the
fifth, since it is in contact with the straight eyehere; whereas the
circle itself, as we affirm, contains within itselb share greater or less

of the opposite nature. And none of the objects, wemafhas any
fixed name, [343b] nor is there anything to prevent fommch are
now called “round” from being called “straight,” and thstraight”
“round”; and men will find the names no less firmlyeiik when they
have shifted them and apply them in an opposite senseoMer, the

same account holds good of the Definition also, timasmuch as it is

compounded of names and verbs, it is in no case fixdd swificient

firmness. And so with each of the Four, their inaccyria an endless

topic; but, as we mentioned a moment ago, the main othis, that
while there are two separate things, the real essandethe quality,
[343c] and the soul seeks to know not the quality but thenesseach
of the Four proffers to the soul either in word or amecrete form that
which is not sought; and by thus causing each objectwigidescribed
or exhibited to be always easy of refutation by tleasss, it fills
practically all men with all manner of perplexity anctertainty.
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In respect, however, of those other objects thé whivhich, owing to
our bad training, we usually do not so much as seek--bemgmt with
such of the images as are proffered,--those of us whoesinare not
made to look ridiculous by those who question, [343d] we being -
capable of analysing and convicting the Four. But icades where we
compel a man to give the Fifth as his answer and péaiexit, anyone
who is able and willing to upset the argument gains the atay makes
the person who is expounding his view by speech or gridmanswers
appear to most of his hearers to be wholly ignorath@subjects about
which he is attempting to write or speak; for they #&porant
sometimes of the fact that it is not the soul ofwhiéer or speaker that
is being convicted but the nature of each of the Fourictwis
essentially defective. But it is the methodical study [348eall these
stages, passing in turn from one to another, up and dotioh writh
difficulty implants knowledge, when the man himself, Ikis object, is
of a fine nature; but if his nature is bad--and, in,félcé condition of
most men's souls in respect of learning and of what tarmed
[344a] “morals” is either naturally bad or else corruptéden not even
Lynceus himself could make such folk see. In one wordthewi
receptivity nor memory will ever produce knowledge in himo has
no affinity with the object, since it does not gerateto start with in
alien states of mind; consequently neither those wde mo natural
connection or affinity with things just, and all eté&at is fair, although
they are both receptive and retentive in various vedysther things,
nor yet those who possess such affinity but are unigeepind
unretentive--none, | say, of these will ever learrthe utmost possible
extent [344b] the truth of virtue nor yet of vice. Farlearning these
objects it is necessary to learn at the same timk What is false and
what is true of the whole of Existence, and that ubio the most
diligent and prolonged investigation, as | said at the cemocement ;
and it is by means of the examination of each ofdhebjects,
comparing one with another--names and definitionspngsiand sense-
perceptions,--proving them by kindly proofs and employing
guestionings and answerings that are void of envy-Hy isuch means,
and hardly so, that there bursts out the light of igelice and reason
regarding each object in the mind of him who uses eefort of
which mankind is capable.
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